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Employment in cities
• Analytical trend analysis drawn from City‐region 
analysis (Annexure F) of the 2008 National Spatial 
Trends Analysis (dplg, Presidency)

• Data drawn for 4 main metropolitan 
conurbations
– the Gauteng metro area that includes the Ekurhuleni 
metro, the City of Johannesburg & the City of 
Tshwane; 

– the City of Cape Town; 

– the eThekwini metro (Durban), 

– and the Nelson Mandela metro (Port Elizabeth).



Economically active population

Table 1: Main metropolitan working-age population 2007



EAP

• Main metros form 70% of economically active 
people in 4 large city regions & 40% of SA’s 
total

• Growth in working‐age population higher than 
national average – cities under increasing 
pressure to provide jobs to new jobseekers



Age composition of metro 
employed

• Drawn from 2001 Census (sample size 
problems in CS07)

• 24 – 54 years comprise 82% of employed

• Older age group 34 – 54 years that saw 
growth in employment 96‐2001

• Negative / minimal employment growth for 
15‐24 years – more accentuated in eThekwini 
& NMM



City formal employment
Table 2:  Main metropolitan formal employment 1995-2006



Skill intensity of employment

Table 3: City-region highly skilled formal employment 1995-2006



Skill intensity of employment
Table 4: City-region skilled formal employment 1995-2006





Metro informal employment

Table 5: Main metropolitan informal employment 1995-2006



City region unemployment
Table 6: City-region labour market indicators, September 2007 (narrow definition of 
unemployment



City region unemployment
Table 7: City-region labour market indicators, September 2007 
(expanded definition of unemployment)



Unemployment in cities

• Youthful face – 15‐34 years 2/3 of 
Unemployed

• On average 4/5 of unemployed are african –
though varies according to metro

• 77% of unemployed do not complete 
secondary schooling, i.e. Matric



Thank you

Shirley Robinson
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