MODULE 1

INTRODUCING THE TOWNSHIP

RENEWAL CHALLENGE




FOCUS OF THE MODULE

Township renewal challenges and developmental outcomes
covered in this module:

» Historical origins of townships and the inherited physical and
social legacies

 The current situation in South African townships

 Relevant international practice adopted for similar township
renewal challenges

 Township development within current government policy

 Broad developmental outcomes for township renewal



HISTORICAL ORIGINS

Colonial planning

Deliberate spatial segregation of three classes of people

Enforced racial separation through Group Areas Act of 1950

Most large townships built after 1950 by the apartheid
government

Common features of townships:

peripheral location

single access points

buffer zones

residential dormitories for workers

lack of connection to urban expansion and new economic
nodes

Oldest existing township is New Brighton in Port Elizabeth,
built in 1902-03



Apartheid townships

Township establishment and growth, Soweto
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New patterns

Townships designed for exclusion and control
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Internal structure of townships

Based on international planning models:
— American “Neighbourhood Unit’
— British ‘New Town’

Large town centres and generous sub-centres planned to
accommodate commercial and public facilities

Large vacant areas with mainly free-standing houses resulted
In low densities and long travelling distances
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Nodes and corridors in Soweto
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THE CURRENT SITUATION

 Over 40% of South Africa’s urban population live in townships
alone

e About 20% live in informal settlements and low-income
housing estates

A quarter (24.35% or about 11.6 million) live in the 76 largest
townships

« Townships are likely to be home to the highest concentrations
of poverty.






