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“Localising the New Urban Agenda” is South Africa’s Discussion Document  
that outlines the inclusive localisation process followed to incorporate and  
align the NUA priorities with the country’s existing urban policy and practice.
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About the Nua and Iudf
Rapid urbanisation is one of the most significant trends of 
the 21st century. Recognising the need to manage the reality 
and implications of urbanisation, the United Nations (UN) 
adopted the New Urban Agenda (NUA), to provide guidance 
to countries, regions, cities and other roleplayers for planning 
and managing cities in a way that results in sustainable 
urbanisation. Individual countries then “localise” the NUA 
policy themes to their legislation, institutional arrangements 
and policy framework. 

Having already developed a national urban policy – the 
Integrated Urban Development Framework (IUDF) – South 
Africa is now incorporating and aligning the NUA priorities with 
its existing urban policy and practice. The NUA Localisation 
Framework (NUA-LF) seeks to unify the global, continental 
and national directives into an actionable programme for South 
African society. Informed by an all-of-society approach, the 
NUA-LF creates a framework with which all actors can align 
and associate themselves. 

A long term plan for South 
Africa to eliminate poverty and 
reduce inequality by 2030.
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Framing the planning 
of the improved IUDF 
implementation Plan

Nov 2011 jan 2015 SEP 2015 may 2016 oct 2016 dec 2017

A universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and ensure the all 
people enjoy peace and prosperity.

Global standard in sustainable urban development, 
rethinking the way we build, manage and live in 
cities, through cooperation at all levels.

A strategic framework for the 
socio-economic transformation 
of the African continent over 
the next 50 years.

A policy to guide development by addressing the 
unique conditions and challenges facing South 
African towns and cities, and implementation plan.

Cities currently

account for roughly

70%
economic (GDP)

of 
the

consume over  

60%
global energy 

produce

70%
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

CO2

produce  

70%
global waste








