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EDITOR'S NOTE

Dear Stakeholder,
Welcome to our quarterly online stakeholder newsletter.

Since the 2018 edition of the SOCF, the economy has continued to perform poorly due to
a myriad of challenges. This includes, but is not limited to, a decline in economic growth,
persistently high levels of unemployment, struggling state-owned enterprises and elec-
tricity shocks. More recently, the global challenge prompted by Covid-19 and the subse-
quent lockdown levels, meant greater emphasis was placed on wide-spread public health,
which has resulted in a 7.2% decrease in economic growth. This economic downturn
means that cities are operating in a far more unstable and difficult environment and are
also burdened with many additional responsibilities and costs because of the pandemic.
These include increased sanitation, especially in communities, and access to water. Of
course, these Covid-19 related needs must also be covered by the cities’ fiscus putting
further strain on an already stretched financial pocket.

The impact of COVID-19 has not only been felt at municipal institutions only, but we have
also felt it personally in our households with family and relatives. | would like to reiterate
here, that we need to keep being vigilant and continue to really support each other
during these times. This quarter we launched the bi-annual State of Cities Finances 2020
report where we unpack how it is that cities can be supported during this period to
remain financially sustainable. At the time when COVID-19 landed on our shores, cities as
well as the entire country was already facing huge financial strains. COVID-19 was one of
many waves that hit local government but there was also an existential wave prior to this
pandemic. The impact of climate change on cities has perhaps been undermined and |
dare say that our continued undermining of the impact of climate change on the sustain-
ability of municipal institutions, will expose us to many other risks. Leadership in the fra-
ternity of local government and broadly speaking of the public sector, will need to be
careful about the impact of climate change on municipalities. Even if we were to recover
successfully from the negative impacts of COVID-19, we must not underestimate the
impact of climate change.

In this edition of our newsletter, we showcase some of the key SACN activities of this last
quarter. These include the BEITT Rules of The Game Report launch. Under our Inclusive
Cities programme, we look at the Urban Safety Reference Group (USRG) completion of a
mini how-to-guide on community engagement for safety & the biennial Young Planners
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