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EDITOR'S NOTE

Dear Stakeholder,
Welcome to our quarterly online stakeholder newsletter.

Over 67% of South Africa’s total population resides in cities. Considering that just over 56%
of the world population now lives in cities, one begins to appreciate how urbanisation is
taking place in South Africa. With that number set to grow exponentially over the coming
years, those leading our cities need to be at the forefront of driving impactful social change
and promoting high-performing cities that are well-governed, productive, inclusive, resilient,
and sustainable.

For South Africa to attain the vision of developmental local government, so well articulated

in the 1998 White Paper, something must change. The COVID-19 health emergency has
added to the levels of complexity facing cities. Yet, at the same time, the challenges facing
cities offer an opportunity for improved collaboration and cooperation and for finding a dif-
ferent way of doing things.

SDG 11 acknowledges that the form and functioning of cities and towns contribute to unsus-
tainable and unjust development conditions. It requires cities and towns to redirect their
form and functioning towards safer, more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable ways of being.
In South Africa, this connects with the need to overcome the severe spatial and socioeco-
nomic inequalities left by apartheid that frustrate the achievement of SDG 11’s ideals in urban
and rural areas.

The renewed emphasis on enhancing the developmental role of small towns is both urgent
and exciting in helping transform South African cities. The significance of small towns, not
only in the national space economy but also in their role in facilitating public life, is outlined
in the Small-Town Regeneration (STR) Strategy. The strategy aims to revive, restore, and fulfil
small towns' economic potential to move forward with the regeneration of SA. All of govern-
ment must support the implementation of this strategy if we are to deal with spatial transfor-
mation decisively.

In this edition of our newsletter, we highlight some of the key activities across our pro-
gramme. In the Inclusive Cities programme, we look at the Urban Safety Reference Group’s
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latest policy brief as well as the latest Built Environment Task Team meeting. The Productive
Cities Programme looks at the latest Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) Reference
Group activity. Sustainable & Resilient Cities highlights Building Urban Water Resilience in
Johannesburg and Ggeberha, Well-Governed Cities highlights its plans for an urban dia-
logue platform. Under our City Focus, we look at the recently launched City Communications
Toolkit by the City Communicators’ Reference Group. Lastly, we look at the latest Team
News.

Best wishes,

Sithole Mbanga, SACN CEO

We hope you enjoy this latest edition of our quarterly online stakeholder newsletter. Thank
you for being our loyal reader!

OF s
FIVANCES

. 2011

The Financial
Governments

THE SOUTH AFRICAN CITIES NETWORH





























































